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Multi-nutrient Urea Blocks
through PTD Process

PTD is an approach, which in-
volves farmers in developing
g agricultural lechnologies that are
appropriate o their paricular
siluation. It is a pocess whera
farmers as “insider” being in their
knowlodge and practical abildies
to test technologies. They interact
with ressarchers and exiension
workers, (he “outsiders”. The
farmer and oulside lacilitators find
space for interaction and are able
to identify, develop, test and apply
naw lechnologies and practices,
PTD seaks o reinforce the axist-
ing creativity and experimental
capacity ol farmers and to help
them control the process of gen-
erating innovations. In Rod Kohi
area of 0.1, Khan, the [velihood of
rural communities depends on
livestock, Livestock plays a direct
and indinect rofe in thelr survival
under harsh and difficull circum-
stances, The future of the peopla
in this anea les in ensuring that
tha local communities are an-
abled to find solutions to their
problems on a self-help principle.

| The community identified diffar-
anl issues in livestock and oul of
these ranked diseases and shorl-
age of fead in dry persod as most
redevant in their situaton. The
community realized thal medica-
tian ks not the ullimate end to con-
trol the diseases in livestock un-
leas the iImmunity system of the
livestock is Improved. For this
purposa, the avaiable feed for
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livestock has to be made nufritive. Tha
expert from the Agriculture University
Peshawar suggested trying multh nutrient
urea block (MUB) to improve the health and
production of the animals. MUB prepara-
tion training was impared 1o the interest
groups in the area lollowed by
experimeniations an MUB feeding to the
Ivestock, The farmers reported that ani-
mals wsed MUB with & lot of intarest. Tha
framers reported that the animals wsing
MUB demonstraled less symploms of min-
oral deficiency.

The use of MUB showed high relevance for
D.|.Khan where farmers cannol avoid feed
shorlage for animals in dry perods. The
MUB served as a suppleamentary strategy
for poorly fed animals who subsisted on
poor quality fodder and stall feeding of crop
residues. The communibes have over-
coma the mineral deficiancies in their ani-
mals through a simple doable method. The
use of MUB also resulted in increased milk
production. The ingredients used in MUB
are locally available and are easily afford-
able. This expanience made farmers think
of some other oplicns that could be triad.
They always had ideas but they had never
been confident to try them. The PTD ap-
proach has now inculcated a habit of mak-
ing expariments which can help them find
solulions 1o their problems al local level
They feel confident and are able 1o discuss
the resulls of their experimenl with other
farmers. Many farmers are coming to them
for descussion from inside and cutside tha
village.
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